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“in Hinduism ethics is only a subordinate branch of metaphysics. Ethics is the science

of human conduct and character. It is a study of what a man ought to do and to be.
But what a man ought to do and to be depends upon the end and aim of human life;
and this again depends upon the nature an purpose of the universe, of which he is an
integral part. The universe is a vast arena where there is a perpetual conflict going on
between the self and the not-self, giving rise to a hierarchical order of dual beings, till
at last the dualism of spirit and matter is overcome, and ther sundered spirit regains
its original wholeness and becomes absolutely free from any kind of limitation- thus
closing one cosmic cycle. This law of spiritual progression in the universe of time and
space is one of the fundamental postulates of Hindu speculative thought. And on this
law are based the Hindu views of human individuality, of human society, and of

human history in general.”™ (Sarma, 2001, p. 400)
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